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“If you are not afraid to look back, nothing you are facing can frighten you.”—James Baldwin

You have studied some of the greatest civilizations in the history of humankind and their contributions to the history of nations after the first hominids appeared south of the Sahara in Africa more than 3 million years ago. Beginning with the Cradle of Civilization in the Fertile Crescent, Mesopotamia and then winding, weaving and backtracking our way around and across the globe, we learned about such glorious civilizations like Sumer, Babylon, Canaan, Phoenicia, Greece, Rome, Byzantium, Carthage, Mali, Songhai, Ghana, Egypt, Persia, India, Japan, China, Maya, Aztec and Inca, while discovering the religions of the world, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Shintoism, Zoroastrianism, Daoism, and Buddhism. Finally, we returned to the European continent to absorb the wisdom, beauty, and knowledge of Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment . . . and through wonder and joy of discovery with the Age of Exploration. However, those daring voyages into the unknown led to the destruction and misery of the indigenous peoples, their cultures, and lands.

Directions: write a two-page typewritten paper (font size 12) outlining what your contributions will be to advance human history or give a 2-4 minutes’ oral presentation articulating your position. How would you eradicate poverty, homelessness, world hunger, pernicious diseases, and extend the quality of life for all citizens on the planets? How would you render war and all WMD’s obsolete? Advancements in the field of technology, science, health, and education, together with being able to live and work cooperatively with your neighbor—despite your differences should make all life on the planet the beneficiary. What do you think young anthropologists?

What will your legacy be? . . . 

Always do your best work.
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